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A

SOME ISSUES OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANTHROPOLOGY ON THE
EXAMPLE OF MESKHETI

Chkhikvishvili G.S., Sartania D.G., Nikolaishvili D.A.

Summary: A human life is essentially influenced by the environmental conditions where a given unity of people
lives, while on his turn, a man changes his living environment in his favor and sometimes, even damages it. The
archeological studies have made it clear that the territory of Meskheti has been used by people since the ancient
times, and in the historical period, it was a densely populated and economically well-developed region, though
human’s economic activities have badly damaged its forest cover, while on the other hand, the local tillers had
developed the rational rules of the nature use. The terraces in Meskheti are the most vivid example of this. The
terraces were used to grow agricultural crops and they were optimally adapted to the natural environment.
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